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Dedicated to Sheikh Abdullah Azzam and the
Mujahideen of Afghanistan who ignited the flame of
Jihad in the 20th Century and launched the vessel of
this Deen upon this blessed path, raising its banner
high with honour and dignity. Amongst them were

those that joined the Caravans of Martyrs and
amongst them are those that are still waiting...

"From amongst the believers are men who have
been true to the covenant that they made with Allah
(i.e. been martyred in His Way) and amongst them
are those that are still waiting, but they have never

changed in their determination in the least."
[Quran33:23]
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“Blood is more valuable than tears.”
[SheikhTameem Al-Adnani,1988]

[PHOTO: Sheikh Tameem Al-Adnani sitting on a horse in
Afghanistan in an undatedphoto]
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Publisher's Foreword

Praise be to Allah, Lord of the Worlds. The Hereafter is for the piou s, and
ther e is no enmi ty exce pt towa rds the unju st. I bear witness that there is
none worthy of worship except Allah Alone, and I bear witne ss that
Muhammad is His Slave and Messe nger. May Allah bless him, his pure
Household, his noble Companions, and all those who follow them in
goodness up to the Day of Judgement.

“Islamic history is not written except with the blood of the martyrs.”
[Sheikh Abdullah Azzam]

The Lofty Mountain contains the translation of perhaps the last book that
Sheikh Abdullah Azzam wrote before he was assassinated. It is a unique
biography of an individual that is not known to many people: the martyred
Sheikh Tameem Al-Adnani from Palestine, whose soul left this World in
1989, after accompanying Sheikh Abdullah Azzam in the Afghan Jihad for a
number of years.

He says, Exalted is He who said it:

“Think not of those who are killed in the Way of Allah as dead. Nay, they
are alive, with their Lord, and they have provision. They rejoice in what
Allah has bestowed upon them of His Bounty, rejoicing for the sake of
those who have not yet joined them, but are left behind (not yet martyred)
that on them no fear shall come, nor shall they grieve. They rejoice in a
Grace and a Bounty from Allah, and that Allah will not waste the reward
of the believers. Those who answered (the Call of) Allah and the
Messenger (Muhammad, Peace be upon him) after being wounded; for
those of them who did good deeds and feared Allah, there is a great
reward. Those (i.e. believers) unto whom the people (hypocrites) said,
‘Verily, the people (pagans) have gathered against you (a great army),
therefore, fear them.’ But it (only) increased them in Faith, and they said:
‘Allah (Alone) is Sufficient for us, and He is the Best Disposer of affairs
(for us).’ So they returned with Grace and Bounty from Allah. No harm
touched them; and they followed the Good Pleasure of Allah. And Allah is
the Owner of Great Bounty.” [Quran 3:169-174]
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Allah - the Mighty and Majestic — had ordained that men should die in
different manners, but that their status after death would depend on their
intentions. He ordained that this Deen of His be built by the effor ts of men
and communities and be raise d by their skull s and bodies, and according
to the efforts which are exercis ed on the path of this Deen. That it is
raise d by pains which are borne on its Way, and by sustain ing the
hardshi ps on the path. The result of all of this, then, would be the
prosp erity of the Frien ds of Allah . The Deen of Allah — the Mighty and
Majestic — cannot be victorious by a miracle from the sky; rather man
must exe rci se his effort s and und ergo hardships.

The Deen of Allah will be victo rious according to howev er much man
strives, however much he sheds blood on the way, and however much his
limbs fall from his side. The peopl e will bear witne ss for the blood of the
martyrs on the Day of Judgement — blood, the colour of which will be the
colour of blood, but the smell of which will be the smel l of musk 1. The
ang els wil l bea r witnes s for the m at the seizing of their souls.

It is on these peopl e that Islam was first raise d, and it will not be rai sed
aga in except by tha t way which the Prophe t (SAW S), the choices t
noble Companio ns, and his helpers from the individuals of this Ummah
underto ok. Whoever thinks that the Deen of Allah can be vi ct or io us by
cu lt ur e an d te ac hi ng on ly , or by po li ti ca l infor mation and analys is,
or obser ving event s, or only speec hes on the pulpit and guidance and
sermons, then these people do not know the nature of this Deen, nor do they
know the method of the final Messenger (SAWS).

Kingdoms are not built like the mornings
Nor are truths adopted or enforced
For the killed ones are centuries of lives
And for the prisoners are ransoms and growing old
For the red freedom is a door
Which hammers in every bloodstained hand

And before the words of poetry are the words of the Lord of Might:

1 In reference to the hadeeth: On the authority of Abu Hurairah (RA), the Messenger of Allah (SAWS) said:
"No-one is wounded in the Path of Allah, and Allah knows best who is wounded in His Path, except that he
will come on the Day of Resurrection with his wounds spurting blood. Its colour will be like the colour of
blood and its smell will be that of musk." [Reported by Al-Bukhari, Book 7, No. 441.]
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“Do you think that you will enter Paradise before Allah tests those of you
who fought (in His Cause) and (also) tests those who are patient?”
[Quran 3:142]

The best men in life, as the Prophet (SAWS) said, are those who stay up
when the people are sleeping, and those who cry when the people are
happy. They rise up if the people spend the night in frivolous entertainment.
These are the knights of this Ummah, its virtuous for tif ica tio ns and its
sol id str uct ure , who tur n to All ah Alo ne whenever angui shes or
misfor tunes incre ase. Thus, as was narra ted in the authent ic hadeeth 2,
whoever protect s the land of the Muslims will receive the reward of the
prayer of one who constantly prays, the fasting of one who constantly fasts,
and the remembrance of one who constantly remembers Allah. This is
because without these guards, nobod y would be able to grow a beard , or
rise at night , or secur e their religion, their honour or their wealth.

People are moved by living examples that reside amongst them. Fine
examples whose hearts are attached to the Highest Place, but their bod ies
liv e bet ween the peo ple , eat ing lik e the peo ple eat and drinking like the
people drink. Examples that are unique amongst the masses by their
attachment to Allah and their love of meeting their Lord. And whoever
loves to meet his Lord, his Lord loves to meet him3.

Sheikh Tameem Al-Adnani was the last martyr in the book of Sheikh
Abd ul lah Azz am, Ush aaq-ul -Hoo r (Lo ver s of the Par ad ise
Maidens), mentioned as Ash-Shaheed Al-Batal Ash-Sheikh Tameem Al-
Adnan i (The Heroi c Marty r Sheik h Tameem Al-Adnan i). The uniqu e
thing about him is that Sheik h Tameem was not kille d in battle, nor did
he die in Afghanistan. Rather, he died of a heart attack in Orlando , Florida ,
USA. The short-sighted eye and the ignoran t heart may immediately say,
"How can someone who dies in America of a heart attack be considered a
martyr?" The answer is clear:

2 From the hadeeth narrated by Abu Hurairah (RA): 'A man came to Allah's Messenger (SAWS) and said,
"Instruct me as to such a deed that equals Jihad (in reward)." He (SAWS) replied, "I do not find such
a deed." Then he (SAWS) added, "Can you, when the Mujahid goes out to the battlefield, pray without
ceasing your prayer and fast without breaking your fast?" The man replied, "Bu t who can do that?"
Abu Hurairah (RA) added, "The Mujahid is rewarded even for the foot steps of his horse while it
wanders about for grazing tied in a long rope. — [Reported by Al-Bukhari, Vol. 4, Book 52, No. 44]
3 From the hadeeth narrated by Ubadah bin As-Samit (RA) that the Messenger (SAWS) said:
"Whoever loves to meet Allah, Allah loves to meet him and whoever dislikes to meet Allah, Allah
dislikes to meet him..." [Reported by Al-Bukhari, Vol. 8, Book 76, No. 514]
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“Those who emigrated in the Cause of Allah and after that were killed or
died, surely, Allah will provide a good provision for them. And verily, it is
Allah who is indeed the best of those who make provision. Truly, He will
make them enter an entrance, with which they shall be well-pleased, and
verily,Allah indeed is All-Knowing, Most Forbearing.” [Quran 22: 58-59]

Abu Malik Al-Ashari (RA) heard the Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon
him) say, "He who goes forth in Allah 's Path and dies or is killed, is a
martyr, or has his neck broken through being thrown by his horse or by his
camel, or is stung by a poisonous creature, or dies on his bed by any kind
of death Allah wishes, is a martyr and will go to Paradise. "4

It was narrated from Malik bin Hadam that he said: I heard Umar bin Al-
Khattab (RA) say, "What do you see in a group of three, who entered Islam
together and emigrated (in the Way of Allah) together, and they did not
commit any sins? The first was killed by the plague, the second was killed by
an abdominal disease, and the third was kille d as a marty r." It was said to
him, "The marty r is the best of them (in rank)." So Umar (RA) said, "By
Him in whose Hand is my soul, they will be companions in the next life just
as they were companions in this life. "5

Whoever emigrated to assist the Jihad or emigrated with his faith to assist
the Deen, to any country in the World, whoever left his family and Worldly
comforts for the sake of Allah's Deen, and came to a life of hardships and
difficulties and tribulations, he is considered an emigrator in the Way of
Allah. And whoever emigrates in His Way is a martyr no matter how he
dies, and for him is the Parad ise if Allah accepts his Martyrdom.

Furth ermore , it is the schol ars of the Mujah ideen who have more rig ht to
exp lai n the rul ing s of Jih ad bec aus e the y are the most profi cient in its
knowl edge. Imam Ahmad bin Hanba l was once aske d as to what was
the best way to memor ise know ledg e, he replied , "Practi se it." The
scholar who lives the Jihad in his daily life, who sees the whizzing of
bullets, feels the moisture of trenches and smel ls the blo od of mart yrs,
sur ely he is more wor thy of explaining the rulings and laws pertaining to
Jihad?

4 Reported by Abu Dawud, Book I4, No. 2493, Al-Haakim. Declared Saheehby Al-Albani.
5 Reported by Saeed binMansoor in his Sunan, Vol. 2, No.2844
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Suc h was the sta tus of She ikh Tame em Al-Adn ani in She ikh
Abdul lah Azzam' s eyes that he dedic ated an entir e book to him, titled
At-Tood Ash-Shaamikh (The Lofty Mountain), which many believe was the
last book written by Sheikh Abdullah Azzam before he himself was
martyred a few weeks later.

We are pleased to present this first edition, which has never before bee n
publ ished in the Eng li sh lan guage , eit her on pap er or electronically.
Transla ted jointly by Umm Salamah Al-Ansariyya h and Shaheed Suraq ah
Al-Andal usi, this book was compil ed and tran slat ed over two years . It
comprise s thre e part s of whic h the biography of Sheikh Tameem Al-
Adnani is Part I.

Part II cont ains a uniq ue firs t-hand acco unt of the Batt le of the Lion's
Den which took place in Jaji, Eastern Afghani stan, in May 1987. This
encounter was perhaps the most decisive battle that took place between the
Mujahideen and their enemies in the 20th Century. Led by Usama Bin Ladin,
a group of only 50 Arab Mujahideen held off a ground and air assault by
several battalions of Soviet (including Spet snaz Spec ial Forc es) and
Commu nist forc es, cons isti ng of thousands of well-armed soldiers. The
account given in this book has been translated from various sources and
includes first-hand accounts of the batt le from Usama Bin Ladi n himself
as tran slat ed from intervi ews conduct ed with an Arab journal ist in both
Afghani stan and Jeddah, Arabian Peninsula. This material has never before
been published in the English language.

Par t III con tai ns the bio gra phy and las t tes tam ent of Azz am
Publications Correspondent, Shaheed Suraqah Al-Andalusi, who was one of
the translators of this book and was martyred in the Battle for Tora Bora
against American forces in Afghanistan, on 14 December 2001.

May Allah reward the sister, Umm Salamah Al-Ansariyyah, for her
countless hours spent in translating and checking the material and for
her patience with our never-ending requests. May Allah reward with
Paradise and the ranks of martyrs, the other brothers and sisters who
helped in publishing this book: the people may not know them but
Allah knows them. As for Suraq ah, we hope that he is in a bette r
place than us and not in need of our supplications; nevertheless we pray
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that Allah accep ts his deeds and joins us with him in a state where He is
pleased with us.

May Allah bring benefit by means of this book such that perhaps someone
who reads this book will be the Sheikh Tameem or Suraqah of tomorr ow.
May He grant succe ss and victo ry to all those who fight in His Way in all
corners of the World. May He accept their martyrs, release their prisoners
and heal their wounded.

Azzam Publications

April 2003CE6/ Rajab 1424AH7

6 CE: Christian Era as opposed to A.D. (Anno Domini, In the Year of our Lord, referring to Prophet Jesus
(SAWS))
7 AH: Anno Hijra h, the date sig nifying the migration of the Prophet (SAWS) and the Companions
to Madinah from Makkah in 622CE
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Who Was Abdullah Azzam?

“Sheikh Abdullah Azzam was not an individual, but an entire nation by
hims elf . Musl im wome n have prov en them selv es inca pabl e of giving
birth to a man like him after he was killed.”
[Usama bin Ladin, Al-Jazeera TV Channel Interview, 1999]

“He was responsible for reviving Jihad in the 20th Century.”
[Time Magazine]

“His words were not like ordinary people's words. His words were few but
rich in meaning. When you looked into his eyes, your heart would fill with
Iman and the Love of Allah (SWT).”
[Mujahid Scholar from Makkah]

“There is not a Land of Jihad in the World today, nor a Mujahid fighting in
Allah's Way, who is not inspired by the life, teachings and works of Sheikh
Abdullah Azzam.”
[Azzam Publications]

“In the 1980's, the martyred Sheikh Abdullah Azzam coined a phrase who se
mea nin g rev erb era tes tod ay acr oss the bat tle fie lds of Chechnya. The
Sheikh (may Allah have Mercy upon him) described the Mujahideen who
were killed in battle as joining ‘The Caravan of the Martyrs.’”
[Field Commander Shaheed Khattab of the Foreign Mujahideen in
Chechnya]

Ab du ll ah Yu su f Az za m wa s bo rn in th e vi ll ag e of As ba 'a h Al -
Harti yeh, Jenin Provi nce, in the occup ied Sacre d Land of Pales tine in
194 1. He was bro ugh t up in a hum ble hou se whe re he was tau ght
Isl am, and was fed wit h the lov e of All ah, His Mes sen ger (SAW S),
the Mujahi dee n fig hti ng in the Way of All ah, the rig hte ous peo ple
and the desire for the Hereafter.

Abd ull ah Azza m was a dis tin gui she d chi ld who sta rte d pro pag ati ng
Isl am fro m an ear ly age . His pee rs kne w him as a pio us chi ld. He


